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SUMMARY  OF  THE  84th  CONGRESS,  SECOND  SESSION  -  PART  Mi  -  APPROPRIATIONS 


This  Newsletter  analyzes,  on  the  basis  of  the  latest  available  figures, 
how  your  government  plans  to  spend  your  tax  dollars,  and,  in  gen¬ 
eral,  what  the  federal  employees  paid  by  those  taxes  will  be  doing. 


THIS  YEAR'S  FEDERAL  SPENDING  ESTIMATED  AT  $69.1  BILLION 

Over  75%  To  Go  For  Post  and  Present  Wars 

During  the  current  1957  fiscal  year,  which  began  July  1,  1956,  the  Bureau  of  the  Budget  estimates 
that  the  Federal  Government  will  spend  $69.1  billion.  Of  that  figure,  50  9^  will  go  for  current  military 
spending,  10.4%  for  interest  on  the  national  debt,  and  8.3%  for  veterans’  services  and  benefits.  Thus  again 
the  cost  of  present  and  past  wars,  cold  and  hot,  accounts  for  over  three  fourths  of  the  government’s 
estimated  expenditures. 

Estimated  receipts  are  $69.8  billion,  leaving  an  expected  budget  surplus  of  $700  million.  Direct  taxes 
on  individual  incomes  account  for  51%  of  receipts;  direct  corporation  taxes  are  29%  ;  excise  taxes,  including 
liquor,  tobacco,  telephone,  railway  fare,  jewelry  and  entertainment  taxes  are  13%  ;  and  customs  and  other 
receipts  amount  to  7%.  Not  included  in  this  figure  are  an  estimated  $2.53  billion  in  postal  revenues,  or  re¬ 
ceipts  from  social  security  donations  or  railroad  retirement  funds. 

These  figures  show  estimated  spending  and  receipts.  Budget  estimates  can  differ  drastically  from  actual 
spending.  Estimates  for  the  1956  fiscal  year  were  $63.8  billion  for  expenditures  and  $61.1  billion  for  receipts, 
while  the  actual  figures  were  $66.4  billion  expended  and  $68.1  billion  received. 

Apportionment  Similar  to  Earlier  Years 

The  appropriations  for  fiscal  year  1957  are  divided  in  almost  the  same  way  as  previous  years.  Past  and 
present  military  activities  consume  78c  of  every  dollar  the  Congress  appropriates. 

Again,  total  appropriations  for  development  and  maintenance  of  our  country’s  agricultural  and  natural 
resources  account  for  only  about  5c  of  every  tax  dollar;  money  appropriated  for  human  resources  (social 
security,  health,  education  and  welfare)  takes  another  4c ;  and  our  nation’s  concern  for  the  welfare  of  peoples 
in  other  countries  is  shown  by  another  penny  from  the  tax  dollar. 


WHERE  YOUR  TA\  DOLLAR  GOES 

The  Second  Session  of  the  84th  Congress  appropriated  in  neiv  funds  $59.8  billion  (in  rounded 
figures).  This  is  in  addition  to  $918  million  supplemental  and  temporary  appropriations  to  be  spent 
before  June  30,  1956. 

The  following  table  deals  with  these  new  sums  appropriated  by  Congress,  over  which  the  Appro¬ 
priations  Committees  technically  have  jurisdiction.  The  table  does  not  include  money  to  be  spent  on 
“permanent  appropriations”  ivhich  arc  estimated  at  $7,56i.8  million.  The  chief  item  in  this  category 
is  $7,156  million  for  interest  on  the  votional  war  debt  which  is  considered  a  standing  obligation  and 
not  reviewed  by  the  Appropriations  Committees  from  year  to  year. 

In  addition  to  the  new  sums  appropriated  this  Session,  federal  agencies  had  on  hand  on  July  1,  1956, 
$7^.6  billion  in  unspent  appropriations  and  other  spending  authority  from  previous  years. 

Appropriations  have  been  classified  by  function  in  an  attempt  to  reflect  the  major  purposes  for 
which  they  are  to  be  spent,  instead  of  the  particular  department  of  government  which  handles  them. 


REGULAR  ANNUAL  APPROPRIATIONS  MADE  BY  CONGRESS  FOR  THE  1957  FISCAL  YEAR 

(July  1,  1956 -June  30,  1957) 


I.  NATIONAL  DEFENSE  AND  MILITARY  SECURITY 

Defense  Department — 

Air  Force 

Navy 

Army 

Office  of  the  Secretary,  National  Security  Training 
Commission,  and  other  inter-service  activities 

Merchant  Marine  (includes  some  non-military  funds) 

Atomic  Energy  Commission  (includes  non-military  development 
work) 

Strategic  and  Critical  Materials  (mainly  stock-piling) 

Emergency  Agencies — Business  and  Defense  Services  Administra¬ 
tion,  Federal  Civil  Defense  Administration,  Office  of  Defense 
Mobilization,  National  Defense  Emergency  Fund 

Selective  Service  System 

Central  Intelligence  Agency — for  construction  only 

National  Security  Council 

Military  Aid  to  other  countries — military  assistance,  defense  sup¬ 
port  to  Europe,  the  Near  East,  Africa,  Asia,  and  Latin  America, 
and  administration  of  Mutual  Defense  Assistance  Control  Act 


11.  COST  OF  PAST  WARS 
Veterans  Administration 

Unemployment  Compensation  to  veterans  and  administration  of 
Bureau  of  Veterans’  Re-employment  Rights 
Cost  of  administering  $272.8  billion  National  Debt  (this  figure  does 
not  include  $7.2  billion  interest  07i  the  National  Debt,  which  must 
be  spent  in  addition) 

Battle  Monuments  Commission;  Army  cemeterial  expenses 
Foreign  Claims  Settlement  Commission 


III.  FOREIGN  AID  AND  TECHNICAL  ASSISTANCE  PROGRAMS 
(NON-MILITARY) 

United  States  Economic  Aid  (Development  Assistance) 

United  States  Technical  Cooperation  (Point  Four) 

Technical  Cooperation — Organization  of  American  States 
Special  Presidential  Fund 
Refugee  Programs — 

Intergovernmental  Committee  for  European  Migration 
U.  S.  Refugee  Relief  Act 
U.  S.  Escapee  Program 

International  Educational  Exchange  Activities 
Payment  of  Ocean  Freight 

Administrative  Expenses  of  the  Mutual  Security  Program 
United  States  contributions  to  UN  Programs  (to  December  31,  1957) 
UN  Technical  Assistance 
UN  Children’s  Fund  (UNICEF) 

UN  Refugee  Fund  (UNREF) 

UN  Relief  and  Works  Agency  for  Palestine  Refugees — $45,300,000 
of  unexpended  balances 
Foreign  Research  Reactor  Projects 
International  Wh’eat  Agreement 
Emergency  Famine  Relief  to  Friendly  People 


IV  OTHER  FOREIGN  RELATIONS  APPROPRIATIONS 

Contributions  to  UN  and  other  international  organizations  for  regu¬ 
lar  activities 

U.  S.  representatives  at  international  organizations 
U.  S.  participation  in  Brussels  International  Trade  Fair 
U.  S.  Information  Agency 


(Dollars  rounded  to  thousands; 

%  rounded  to  the  nearest  hundredth.) 

$17,705,625,000 

10,164,497,000 

7,627,280,000 

664,325,000 


242,910,000 

1,898,700,000 

42,743,000 


103,735,000 

29,050,000 

49,000,000 

248,000 


3,180,375,000 


41,708,448,000  =  69.79% 


4,727,085,000 

70,383,000 


45,500,000 

8,955,000 

700,000 


4,852,623,000  =  8.12% 


250,000,000 

135,000,000 

1,500,000 

100,000,000 

12,500,000 

8,500,000 

6,000,000 

20,000,000 

2,500,000 

33,595,000 

15,500,000 

10,000,000 

1,900,000 


5,500,000 

101,130,000 

88,629,000 


792,254,000  =  1.33% 


33,859,000 

1,287,000 

9,900,000 

113,000,000 
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OTHER  FOREIGN  RELATIONS  APPROPRIATIONS— Continued 


Panama  Canal  Zone  Government 

Expenditures  in  Berlin  and  Austria,  Joint  Control  Areas 
Other  State  Department  appropriations 


15,410,000 

12,200,000 

166,554,000 


V.  AGRICULTURE  AND  AGRICULTURAL  RESOURCES 

(Not  including  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  and  price  supports) 

Agricultural  research  and  extension  service 
Soil  conservation 

Commodity  Credit  Corporation — restoration  of  capital  impairment 
Special  commodity  disposal  programs,  sale  of  surplus  commodities 
abroad,  transfer  of  seed  to  federal  land-management  agencies 
REA  and  Farmers  Home  Administration — operating  expenses  only 
(1957  loans  authorized — Rural  Electrification,  $214  million; 
Rural  Telephone,  $100  million;  F.H.A.,  $209.5  million) 

All  other — Agricultural  Marketing  Service,  Foreign  Agricultural 
Service,  Commodity  Exchange  Authority,  Commodity  Exchange 
and  Stabilization,  Federal  Crop  Insurance,  and  administration 
of  Agriculture  Department 


352,210,000  =  .59% 


197,735,000 

324,732,000 

929,287,000 

67,662,000 


36,350,000 


167,422,000 


VI.  NATURAL  RESOURCES  NOT  PRIMARILY  AGRICULTURAL 

Rivers,  harbors,  flood  control 
Bureau  of  Reclamation 
Forest  Service’ 

National  Parks 

Bureau  of  Mines  and  Federal  Mine  Safety  Board  of  Review 

Geological  Survey 

Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 

Bureau  of  Land  Management 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Interior  (salaries,  administration) 

Bonneville  Power  Administration 

TVA 

Southeastern  and  Southwestern  Power  administrations 
Federal  Power  Commission 


1,723,188,000  =  2.88% 


639,883,000 

193,865,000 

102,221,000 

68,020,000 

22,267,000 

31,602,000 

29,862,000 

22,969,000 

6,421,000 

26,295,000 

5,357,000 

2,878,000 

5,225,000 


VII.  SOCIAL  SECURITY,  HEALTH.  EDUCATION  AND  WELFARE 

Grants  to  States  for  social  security,  the  aged,  blind,  and  dependent 
children 

Expenses  of  the  Bureau  of  Public  Assistance  and  Social  Security 
Commissioner 
Office  of  Education 

Payments  to  local  school  districts  in  defense  areas 
Assistance  for  school  construction  in  defense  areas 
Office  of  Vocational  Rehabilitation 
Museums  and  D.C.  educational  and  medical  institutions 
Public  Health  Service,  including  grants  to  States,  but  not  including 
Indian  Health  activities 
Disaster  Assistance  to  States 
Grants  to  States  for  maternal  and  child  welfare 
Children’s  Bureau 
School  Lunch  Program 
Food  and  Drug  Administration 
National  Science  Foundation 

Miscellaneous  educational  activities,  including  office  of  Secretary 


1,156,865,000  =  1.93% 


1,300,000,000 

1,960,000 

40,994,000 

113,050,000 

108,770,000 

42,110,000 

59,303,000 

484,450,000 

6,000,000 

39,361,000 

1,822,000 

100,000,000 

6,779,000 

40,000,000 

4,599,000 


2,349,198,000  =  3.93% 

VIII.  TRANSPORTATION  AND  COMMUNICATIONS 

Post  Office  Department  (includes  $2.53  billion  anticipated  revenues)  2,984,340,000 

Bureau  of  Public  Roads*  838,825,000 

Airports  and  aviation  342,926,000 

Weather  Bureau  and  Advisory  (Committee  on  Weather  Control  38,200,000 

Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  14,600,000 

Coast  Guard  200,675,000 

Federal  Communications  Commission  7,828,000 

Interstate  Commission  on  the  Potomac  River  Basin  5,000 


4,427,399,000  =  7.41% 


IX.  HOUSING  AND  COMMUNITY  DEVELOPMENT 

Housing  and  Home  Finance  Agency 
National  Capital  Planning  Commission 
National  Capital  Housing  Authority 


X.  COMMERCE  AND  INDUSTRY 

Regulation  of  Domestic  and  Foreign  Commerce — 

Patent  Office,  Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  Securities  and 
Exchange  Commission,  Copyright  Office,  Bureau  of  Foreign 
Commerce,  Office  of  Business  Economics,  Federal  Trade  Com¬ 
mission,  Council  of  Economic  Advisors 
Small  Business  Administration 
Census  Bureau 

National  Bureau  of  Standards  (non-military  portion) 

General  administration  of  Department  of  Commerce 


XL  LABOR 

Unemployment  Compensation  (not  including  veterans) 
Mediation  and  Regulation  of  Labor  Disputes 
Information,  standards,  statistics,  administrative  costs 


XIL  ADMINISTRATION  OF  LAW,  COURTS,  CRIME  CONTROL 
AND  CORRECTION 

Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation 
Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service 
General  Expenses  of  Justice  Department 
Federal  Prison  System 
Administration  of  Courts 

Treasury  Department — Narcotics  control.  Secret  Service,  Tax  Court, 
Bureau  of  Customs 
Commission  on  Government  Security 
Subversive  Activities  Control  Board 


XIII.  GENERAL  GOVERNMENT  EXPENSES 

Operation  of  Congress  and  the  Capitol 
Executive  Office  and  White  House  Expenses 
Tax  Collection,  auditing,  financial  management 
Central  Functions — Civil  Service  Commission  and  General  Services 
Administration 

Administration  of  territorial  governments  and  the  District  of  Co¬ 
lumbia 

Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  Indian  health  activities,  and  Indian  Claims 
Commission 

Miscellaneous,  including  claims  against  the  government 


TOTAL  APPROPRIATIONS 


159,875,000 

1,650,000 

38,000 

161,563,000  =  .29% 


52,742,000 

51,900,000 

10,375,000 

10,130,000 

2,450,000 

127,597,000  =  .22% 


282,683,000 

17,144,000 

27,719,000 

327,546,000  =  .55% 


95,510,000 

47,550,000 

37,774,000 

35,210,000 

36,321,000 

53,549,000 

633,000 

350,000 


306,897,000  =  .51% 


116,927,000 

4,386,000 

384,646,000 

775,501,000 

48,355,000 

135,399,000 

4,779,000 


1,469,993,000  =  2.46% 
$59,755,821,000  =100.01% 

(Perccntagt  diterapaney 
due  to  rounding) 


(1)  Forest  Service  item  includes  $700,000  for  Cooperative  Range  Improvement,  derived  from  permit  fees  therefore  not  included 
in  Congressional  appropriations. 

(2)  The  Federal  Highway  Act  of  1956  provides  that  receipts  from  taxes  on  gasoline,  tires  and  motor  vehicles  shall  go  into  a 
Federal  highway  trust  fund  from  which  Federal-aid  highway  expenditures  will  be  made  in  1957  and  succeeding  years.  The 
estimated  $1.5  billion  receipts  of  this  nature  which  would  normally  be  classed  in  excise  taxes  are  therefore  not  included  in 
the  estimated  receipts  listed  on  page  1.  Likewise  government  spending  for  highways  is  not  reflected  in  the  Congressional  ap¬ 
propriations  for  public  roads.  And  $800  million  of  the  Bureau  of  Public  Roads  appropriations  shown  on  the  table  is  to  be 
used  to  reimburse  the  general  appropriations  fund  for  all  highway  expenditures  made  prior  to  June  30,  1956,  and  is  not, 
strictly  speaking,  for  current  appropriations. 


FEDERAL  APPROPRIATIONS 

FISCAL  YEAR:  JULY  1956  TO  JUNE  1957 

total:  $59.8  billion 
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FI6UR.ES  SHOW  7o  OF  TOTAL  APPROPRIATIONS 
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2,384,492  were  employed 
last  year. 

Decrease  2,216 

In  addition  2,865,000  persons  are  pres¬ 
ently  in  the  Armed 
Forces. 


DEPARTMENT  1 

NUMBER  PERCENTAGE 

Defense  and 

related  agencies  1,194,462 

50.1% 

(Selective  Service,  Civil 
Defense,  Atomic  Energy 
Commission,  Office  of 
D  e  f  e  ns  e  mobilization, 
and  National  Security 
Training  Commission) 

Post  Office 

508,340 

21.3 

State 

1  Veterans’ 

*  Administration 

176,653 

7.5 

justice 

Agriculture 

89,419 

3.8 

■  Treasury 
*  Interior 

77,792 

3.3 

54,171 

2.3 

Commerce 

47,197 

2.0 

Otheri  i  ■  i  Health,  Education 
*  ■  ■  ■  and  Welfare 

46,124 

1.9 

(l>4»/.) 

Justice 

30,876 

1.3 

State 

30,879 

1.3 

All  Other 

126,363 

5.3 

GISLATION 

Total  2,382,276 

100.1 
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(Percentage  discrepancy 
due  to  rounding) 
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